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When people reach an impasse, I provide some context. The artist was living 
in New York at the time of the Twin Towers collapse, which he witnessed from 
his apartment window. The event caused him, and continues to cause him, to 
meditate on the state our world. Kooijmans does not editorialize. That would 
limit discussion, disregard the uncertainty that characterizes the human 
condition.

The video is meant to evoke, to puzzle, perhaps to make us pause, to wonder. 
The image seems peaceful enough — slow moving clouds in a clear blue sky, 
gently rippling water, pastoral sounds — except that carpets don’t normally 
float on water. That’s a bit of a surprise, enough to make one uneasy, to 
wonder. When I showed the video to a class a few years ago, the uneasiness 
was exemplified by a young woman who asked, “Does it explode, or 
something?” This is my evolving, tentative response to the video.

The Carpet Told Me

The world is uncertain.

Aged four or thereabouts

at the seashore

I looked at the horizon

and wondered

where the water ended and

the sky began.

Now a carpet floats
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even hints at

flying

as water reflects

sky.

Clouds scud silently by

rippling water.

Reeds tremble in the sky and

Their shadows

stripe the carpet.

The world is upside down

Insistent wind, distant dogs barking,

muffled cowbells

A pastoral chorus

An elegy

for the figures

not flying but falling

from the flaming towers

A prayer for the living and the crying.

SUMMARY

I return now to Cahnmann­Taylor’s questions that I introduced earlier: “What 
and whom are the subjects of this work and to what extent does this project 
further some aspect of the public good?” My poem is certainly about me. As I 
grow older, I am less and less sure about things that I thought I knew when I 
was younger. And the poem is an invitation to share my uncertainties, to reject 
the current emphasis in education on the quest for right answers, for one­size­
fits­all. So, to answer Taylor­Cahnmann’s “whom” question, the answer is “us”. 
In the current protectionist mentality that passes for thinking and colours 
political decision­making in increasing parts of the world, it is important to 
remind ourselves and our students of just how complex our world is. There are 
no simple answers, no quick fixes. We need to take time to reflect on that 
complexity and the wonder of it all. That is what the arts have to offer to 
education.
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NOTES

1.    https://www.jeroenkooijmans.com/portfolio/the­carpet­told­me/
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