Book Reviews

criticism at large,” said Alexander Bain, “the temptation to deviate into
matters that have no value for the predominating end of a teacher of
English, is far beyond the lure of alcohol, tobacco, or any sensual
stimulation.), one is reminded of all that the book might have been.
Unfortunately, the people and pedagogies central to Hubert’s history
remain dry and all too distant.

That said, Harmonious Perfection is still a valuable contribution to
studies in both English and rhetoric, one that fills a significant gap in
our historical knowledge of post-secondary education in Canada. Yet
important gaps in our knowledge remain, since the book’s narrative
takes us only to the edge of western Canada and the turn of the
twentieth century. It is to be hoped that Hubert will now go on, as
Berlin did in Rhetoric and Redlity, to examine how educational develop-
ments in his nation’s formative years played themselves out in the
century following.

BRIAN TURNER, University of Winnipeg
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