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The Parent Royal Commission of Inquiry on Education in the
Province of Quebec (1961-1966) was to set the stage for a
far-reaching reassessment and reorientation of Quebec's
educational system. Measure after measure - even to the
recently judged unconstitutional Bill Three on school board
reorganization - found its inspiration in this five volume treatise
on socio-nationalistic change.

Unquestionably the most unique proposal of the Parent
commissioners was their call for the creation of a new type of
institution that was to be inserted between secondary and
university studies, and that was to be called an "institute" (1).
Born of the idea of melding together under one roof both
pre-university and professional/vocational instruction, this new
layer of education was to have the following objectives: raise the
level of attendance and reduce the number of early drop-outs;
provide greater educational opportunities for the general
population; improve the quality of pre-university and
prof essional/vocational studies; and provide the students with a
better preparation for life.

With the adoption of the General and Vocational Colleges
Act in 1967 (2), the foundation was set although the title
"institute" was put aside. To harmonize and build upon Quebec
tradition, the term "college" found its consecration in the law.
The general public was, however, to have the last word by its
adoption of the French acronym, CEGEP (3). For a society in
full ebullience, as was the case of Quebec in the middle years of
the quiet Revolution, the CEGEP was to be the people's school,
the promise of a future for their children in a modernizing nation
state (4).

McGill Journal of Education, Vol.20 No.3 (Fall 1985) 273



274 André E. LeBlanc

In 1984 forty-four public colleges and twenty-six private
colleges (5) provide instruction to 157,060 full-time students.
These institutions also serve as the base for a flowering adult
education sector. In total the provincial government allocates
$665,234,300 in operating grants to insure that the mission of the
CEGEP is met and another $54,061,900 in grants for the private
colleges. As a result college attendance has become the norm
and these institutions have turned into provincial wide dispatching
centres of human talent for the universities and the job market:
future engineers, doctors, accountants . . . and ready-to-go data
programmers, radiologists, executive secretaries . . . . These new
college graduates have made their mark in all domains, including
two who have become provincial cabinet ministers. Praise has
come from all quarters including the prestigious Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (6).

On the flip-side of the coin, one notes periods of massive
labour unrest, criticism about students who still cannot read and
write effectively, high drop-out rates, and invectives from
employers who find college graduates undisciplined and
ill-prepared. Whither the truth?

Behind all of this, one thing is for certain: the CEGEP is
here and here to stay. However, this offspring of the Quiet
Revolution remains a largely unknown upstart despite its unique
configuration. One has only to thumb through the select
bibliographies of higher education that regularly appear to
appreciate the situation. Perhaps this is to be expected. Critical
distance is a prerequisite to sound research. On the other hand,
one cannot go forward very long without a searching look at what
has taken and what is taking place.

The following bibliography has been constituted to prod
interest. Its focus is the general college scene in Quebec, and
there is a desire to touch as many facets of collegial existence
as possible (7). Also there is a conscious attempt to include as
many English language works as one can identify, and as the
reader will note the listing is not impressive. Taken as a whole
it is obvious that the cited entries do not all measure up to the
same standard. Comprehensiveness does not always result in
quality. This caveat sounded, proceed with ease. The
bibliography guides the way (8).

NOTES
1. Quebec. Report of the Royal Commission of Inquiry on
Education in the Province of Quebec, Vol.ll, Chap. 6.

2. Quebec. General and Vocational Colleges Act, 1966/67
Chap. 71.
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3. CEGEP comes from: Collkge d'enseignement général et
professionnel.

4. The French accepted the idea of the CEGEP with open
arms. At one point it seemed like every community in
Quebec wanted its own college, and the political infighting
was ferocious. On the English side just the opposite was the
case. It took two years before the first English college
opened its doors, and the Establishment soothsayers predicted
a speedy demise of this anachronism. Instead three other
English colleges speedily appeared. By the mid 1970s the
English population by and large had been won over.

5. Quebec. Private Education Act, 1968, Chap. 67 set the
stage for the creation of a network of colleges created to
supplement the public interest. Normally an outgrowth of
an existing denominational classical college, these colleges
follow the same curricula as the public CEGEP's. They are
operationally funded to a large extent by the provincial
government. The remainder of the funding comes via tuition
charges. For the most part the private colleges have a
small enrollment, pre-university studies dominate, and
religious organizations are at the helm of the institutions.

6. 0O.E.C.D., Examen des politiques nationales d'education:
Canada, Paris, 1976, 51-52.

7. Numerous articles, reports, and theses have appeared that
are related to a particular college. For a good selection of
these items, consult both Breton and Dessureault.

8. The author wishes to thank Jean-Luc Roy of the Centre
d'animation, de développement et de recherche en éducation
in Montreal for having brought numerous citations to his
attention.
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