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Educational methods developed for
deaf and hearing-impaired children in
the past hundred years have concen-
trated exclusively on the teaching of
speech and oral language. Modern
educators and researchers have now
realized that these types of educa-
tional approaches have neglected to
meet the real needs of the totally
deaf child. Speech has been empha-
sized at the expense of communica-
tion, language, thinking, and the psy-
cho-social development of the deaf
child. Current approaches emphasize
oral skills but only within the context
of an effective communication envi-
ronment. The auditory training meth-
od, as presented in this book, should
be an important component of any
educational program for the deaf
child, although not an exclusive one.

This very readable book presents
an interesting format for the com-
munication of information. It consists
of the personal experiences of several
parents in carrying out the auditory
approach, combined with chapters by
professionals on auditory training.
The central theme of the book is the
importance of early intervention after
discovery of hearing loss, and one
method of action.

The chapter on auditory training
is clearly written and provides many
helpful and ingenious ideas on how
to innovate these techniques at
home. In addition, the chapter on

audiology and hearing aids will be of
much help. The case histories of the
deaf children which indicate some of
the emotional reactions to having
a handicapped child will be supportive
to other parents who may be experi-
encing similar feelings. The exclusive
use of auditory training as presented
here is limited in its scope and, by
and large, will not be useful by it-
self for a great majority of parents
of deaf children. This would not be
so bad if the authors had recognized
this fact. Since they have not, the
book may be misleading.

Many parents of deaf children try
to deny the handicap or the realities
of its consequences. This denial often
takes the form of a quest from profes-
sional to professional to find a ‘“cure”
for the deafness, or to grasp at ap-
proaches which imply that they will
eventually make the child function
as if he were a normal “hearing”
child. In most situations this fruit-
less endeavour eventually leads to
despair and a feeling of failure. It is
extremely important that the family
learns to accept the deafness and to
deal effectively with it to achieve the
“reachable” goal of a normal, healthy
deaf child.

It is the impression of the reviewers
that the auditory approach presented
in Learning to Listen fosters this
denial of the realities of deafness.
The auditory training approach pre-
sented in this book is simply a new
twist to the traditional oral approach.
and there is no evidence available to
show that the auditory approach is
better. Consequently, this book is not
recommended as a general guide for
all parents of deaf or hearing im-
paired children. It may be useful as
a supplementary guide for those
parents concerned with building up
the auditory training component of
the larger communication approach
which is so necessary for the total
development of the deaf child.
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