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with many major points illustrated by
elever cartoons. Yet the treatment is
deceptive. The cautious approach
which keeps restating the premises
and then giving examples familiar
to us in other contexts (disguises) may
lead us to think we are more familiar
with the principles than we are. For
those with a more statistical turn of
mind it provides some basis for dis­
play of statistical ingenuity which
they (and not the book) can exhibit.
As an approach to the whole topic,
and without recourse to the more
quantified texts in "Educational Tests
and Measurement," Thyne has given
us a very useful little book. Its value
will be enhanced when the student
uses it as a precursor to the neces­
sary, more statistical approach to
which he is normally subjected.
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The basic assumptions governing
American educational history have
been recently undergoing important
changes, due both to deeper and
more sophisticated empirical research
and to the opposition of minority
groups and radical scholars to the
dominant paradigms. Diane Ravitch's
book is an example of this revisionist
trend: instead of viewing the evolu­
tion of the public school system of
New York as betterment and pre­
senting a rosy picture of its history,
she writes about the conflicts and the
"School Wars" (terms she borrows
from Nicholas Butler).

According to her, four such wars
occurred sinee the inception of pub­
lic education in New York. The first
opposed the Catholic clergy to the
upper class philanthropie Protestant
Free School Society; it ended by the
creation of a public school system.
The second war, ''The Rise of the
Expert,"opposed the specialists at­
tempting a centralization and a pro­
fessionalization to the poor and the
immigrants who were endangering

the American social order. The third
"The Crusade for Efficiency," was
an attempt to make the school ap­
parently more efficient by adopting
the "Gary Plan"; and the last one,
"Racism and Reaction" which is still
going on, opposes minority groups to
teachers in a fight for the control of
the educational system.

Ravitch's book is lengthy and weIl
documented, but her sympathies and
her antipathies are certainly obvious:
she sides against the upper class re­
formers and with the underdogs, be
they Irish or other immigrants.
However, because of her opposition
to the upper classes, she cornes to
identify the last school war with the
Ford Foundation and the Lindsay
administration and sides with the
teachers' union against the supporters
of decentralization. In doing so, she
forgets some of her previous sym­
pathies for the Black community
groups, underdogs who allied witb
the upper classes. She tends to over­
look the professional and political
power and the wrongs of the teach­
ers' union, while emphasizing Black
mistakes, This issue seems to be too
close for any dispassionate treatment,
and Ravitch's work would have been
much more valuable had she left
the last school war for a more pole­
mical kind of book.

The Great School Wars is of in­
terest to Canadian historians of edu­
cation, .for it raises some important
comparative questions. Did things
happen the same way during Can­
ada's more recent and quite different
waves of immigration? Should the
basic assumptions and images about
the Canadian urban (and perhaps
a180 rural) educational systems he
revised? Can one apply the same type
of political analysis to the educa­
tionai history of Canadian cities, or
were they economically, socially and
culturally too different from New
York? Thorough historical research
similar to Ravitch's should be car­
ried out in the different parts of this
country so that the backing of such
research could support and clarify
Many of the present criticisms of
Canadian education.
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