
Prelude
to a
.f:eacock
CJrIanuscript

"Teaching the Unteachable" has a contemporary ring, but it
was written about fifty years ago and was published in The
Teachers' Magazine, Vol. VI (June 1924), p. 13. Its reproduc
tion in manuscript facsimile here is a fitting part of our Mc
Gill Year celebrations and, at the same time, an example of
serendipity in educational research.

The McGill Journal of Education became aware of the
existence of the original rnanuscript through Donna Ronish
who is writing a thesis on the history of women's education at
McGill. Mrs. Ronish's thesis adviser happened to know 
through a brief note in a 1967 McGill News - that Mrs. Eliza
beth Seferovitch, B.A. '96, M.A. '00, is the oldest living alumna
of McGill. Since the aforementioned thesis adviser also hap
pens to be the Editor of this Journal, the conneetion becomes
clear - Mrs. Ronish sought an interview with Mrs. Sefero
vitch, Mrs. Seferovitch mentioned the manuscript, Mrs. Ron
ish told the Editor, et voilà.

Special thanks are due to Mrs. Seferovitch and to her
nièces, Mrs. Hayhoe and Mrs. Gordon, for their generous co
operation. M.G.

our oldest alumna

Mrs. Elizabeth Seferovitch is the only living graduate of 1896,
and was the first woman gold medallist of McGill. She ac
quired this Leacock manuscript when she was editor of the
PAPT Teachers' Magazine. The story goes that she asked
Professor Leacock to contribute an article and then later re
quested permission to keep the manuscript. As both Mrs. Se
ferovitch and Professor Leacock lectured at McGill at about
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the same time, they met casually but fairly often in the faculty
room and recollections of Professor Leacock are among Mrs.
Seferovitch's man y worth-while memories of McGill.

Mrs, Seferovitch was also on the staff of the Montreal High
School under three surnames, Miss Hammond, Mrs. Irwin and
Mrs. Seferovitch. She is now living with her niece, Mrs. Rich
ard Hayhoe in Toronto.

J. G. GORDON
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The
Oldest .eiving

{lraduate . . . as the years slipped
past, the ties of memory began to tighten in their hold. There
was time, here and there, in the struggle of life, for a fleeting
glanee towards the pasto And lo! How soft the colours that
began to lie on the pictured vision of his college days. The
professoriate, once derided, how wise they seemed. It is ever
their hard lot to be honoured only when they are dead ; but aIl
the greater is the honour . ..

While there is time, let us be up and doing. Before yet we
are the Oldest Living Graduate, let us borrow something of
the spirit that inspires him. Let us discount a note against the
future with Father Time, and receive its value in the glowing
coin of a present affection. While our class yet live, let us
realize what a splendid group they are; and let us find the
opportunity to tel! the professors how much we owe to them
before we write our gratitude upon their tombstones. And if
our col!ege wants our support, our help, and our enthusiasm,
let us bring it forth with al! the affection of the Oldest Living
Graduate and with aIl the power and eagerness of the young
est.

STEPHEN LEACOCK, 1923

Stephen Leacock, "The Oldest Living Graduate," Colleçe Days, London:
Bodley Head, 1923, pp. 44-6.
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